


Susanna Wesley
• 1669-1742
• England, London, 

Lincolnshire, Epworth
• Spouse – Samuel 

Wesley
• Mother of John & 

Charles Wesley
• Mother of Methodism
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“I will tell you what rule I 
observed...when I was young, 
and too much addicted to 
childish diversions, which was 
this—never to spend more 
time in mere recreation in one 
day than I spent in private 
religious devotions.”
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Early Years – Susanna Annesley
• Puritan Parents in London – 25th Child
• Father - Rev. Dr. Samuel Annesley 
• Informally Educated - Brilliant
• Private Personal Religious Devotion
• Independent Thinker
• She Joined the Church of England at 

age 12!
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Life of Susanna Wesley
• Marries Samuel Wesley 1688
• Faithful to the Church of England
• Most of Life spent at Epworth
• 19 Children, 10 survived infancy
• John Wesley – June 28, 1703
• Charles Wesley – Dec 18, 1707





Samuel’s response was, “You and I must 
part; for if we have two kings, we have two 
beds.”













Qualities



• Spiritual Devotion
Qualities
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• Nature of the Universe 
Proving a Creator

• Exposition of Apostles 
Creed

• Exposition of 10 
Commandments





“I learned more about 
Christianity from my 
mother than from all the 
theologians in England.”
 John Wesley
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“If you do, after all, think fit to dissolve this 
assembly, do not tell me that you desire me to 
do it, for that will not satisfy my conscience; but 
send me your positive command, in such full 
and express terms as may absolve me from all 
guilt and punishment for neglecting this 
opportunity of doing good, when you and I shall 
appear before the great and awful tribunal of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Methodism
• John & Charles at Oxford
• Holy Club – Called Methodists
• Methodist Societies within the Church 

of England – Poor Mining Communities
• Bands / Classes within Societies
• Lay Persons leading Societies
• Schools to educate poor children
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• Abolition of Slavery
• Prison Reform / Debt Relief
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• Spiritual Devotion
• Organized / Methodical
• Promoter of Lay Ministry
• Link to Methodism
• An Incredible Mom!

Qualities



She awoke 12 hours before her death, and 
declared: “My dear Savior!  Are you come to 
help me in my extremity at last?” As Susanna 
had requested, her children, to whom she had 
devoted so much of her time, energy, and love, 
sang a psalm of praise to God at her death.



“Anyone believing that the life of a woman 
dedicated to her family must be less than 
optimal cannot know the story of Susanna 
Wesley.  Despite poverty, illness, a difficult 
marriage, and heartbreak in endless forms, she 
used her intellect, creativity, time, energies, 
and will in such a way that can hardly be 
reckoned.  The world in which we live owes 
much of the goodness in it to her life.”



Proverbs 31:28–29 (NKJV)
28 Her children rise up and 
call her blessed; Her 
husband also, and he 
praises her: 29 “Many 
daughters have done well, 
But you excel them all.”








