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General Timeline
• Arrives at Oxford 1345
• Ordained Catholic Priest 1351
• Bachelors (1369), Doctorate (1372)
• 100 Years War (1337)
• Black Death (1347-1353)
• Famous Professor / Scholar / Theologian
• Served the Crown (1374-1378)
• Final years at Oxford (1378-1381)
• Papal Schism (1378– 1417)



Problems with the Church



Problems with the Church
• Disparity between 

wealthy church and 
the poor





“The Church had no business 
acquiring enormous tracts of land 
and should relinquish these to civil 
authorities, return to the simplicity 
of Jesus and his apostles and, like 
them, live in a state of poverty to 
better minister to the people.”



“England belongs to no pope. The 
pope is but a man, subject to sin, 
but Christ is the Lord of Lords and 
this kingdom is to be held directly 
and solely of Christ alone.”    
On Civil Dominion (1376)



• An Advocate for the poor 
against Wealthy Church

• An Advocate for England 
against Rome  

• An Advocate for the State 
against the Church

John Wycliffe Reputation
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Problems with the Church
• Disparity between 

wealthy church and 
the poor

• Authority of Scripture



“Holy Scripture is the preeminent 
authority for every Christian, and 
the rule of faith and of all human 
perfection.”



“Forasmuch as the Bible contains 
Christ, that is all that is necessary 
for salvation, it is necessary for all 
men, nor for priests alone. It alone 
is the supreme law that is to rule 
Church, State, and Christian life, 
without human traditions and 
statutes.”



“All Christian life is to be 
measured by Scripture; by every 
word thereof.”





Challenging Church Doctrine

• Rejection of Transubstantiation
• Jesus is Head of the Church not the Pope
• All Christians are important
• Rejection of Indulgences
• Rejection of Private Confession
• Salvation by Faith



“Trust wholly in Christ; rely 
altogether on His sufferings; 
beware of seeking to be justified 
in any other way than by His 
righteousness. Faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ is sufficient for 
salvation.”



• The Morning Star of the 
Reformation

• The Spark that lit the 
Reformation



“The laity ought to understand the 
faith and, as doctrines of our faith 
are in the Scriptures, believers 
should have the Scriptures in a 
language which they fully 
understand.”





For God louede so the world, that he yaf his 
`oon bigetun sone, that ech man that 
bileueth in him perische not, but haue 
euerlastynge lijf.  - John 3:16

And God seide, Liyt be maad, and liyt was 
maad.  And God seiy the liyt, that it was 
good, and he departide the liyt fro 
derknessis; and he clepide the liyt,  
- Gen 1:3-4











“By this translation, the Scriptures have 
become vulgar, and they are more available to 
lay, and even to women who can read, than 
they were to learned scholars, who have a 
high intelligence. So the pearl of the gospel is 
scattered and trodden underfoot by swine.”



“That pestilent and most wretched John 
Wycliffe, of damnable memory, a child of the 
old devil, and himself a child or pupil of 
Antichrist, who, while he lived, walking in the 
vanity of his mind—with a few other 
adjectives, adverbs, and verbs, which I shall 
not give—crowned his wickedness by 
translating the Scriptures into the mother 
tongue.”





‘They burnt his bones to ashes and cast them 
into the Swift, a neighbouring brook running 
hard by. Thus the brook conveyed his ashes 
into the Avon, the Avon into the Severn, the 
Severn into the narrow seas and they into the 
main ocean. And so the ashes of Wyclif are 
symbolic of his doctrine, which is now spread 
throughout the world.



• John Wycliffe – The Spark
• Jan Hus – The Flame
• Martin Luther – The Torch

Key Piece to Reformation



• Wycliffe Bible 1382
• William Tyndale 1526
• Geneva Bible 1560
• King James Bible 1611
• Many English versions today

English Translations





2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, 17 
that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.



John 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did 
not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be 
saved.
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